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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (Statute  Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ..  4,717 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate,  June,  1948)  15,020 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,901 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (per  Rate  Book)  ...  4,288 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £80,264 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £349  2s.  3d. 

Total  Rates  in  the  £ ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18/9d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births — -Legitimate 

125 

128 

253 

Illegitimate 

5 

9 

7 

Stillbirths  .. 

7 

4 

11 

Birth  Rate  

17.3 

Males 

Females  Total 

Deaths 

79 

56 

135 

Death-Rate 

8.9 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes... 

Nil 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

of  age 

. . . 

. . . Eleven 

Deaths  from  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 

Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years 

of  age) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

Twenty-nine 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1948 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
I rlam  Urban  District  Council. 

I have  to  submit  my  Report  on  tire  health  of  the  district 
during  the  year  ended  Hist  December,  1048. 

The  chief  changes  likely  to  affect  the  health  of  the  residents 
in  the  district  will  result  from  the  coming  into  operation  on  July 
5th  last  of  the  National  Health  Services  Act,  1946. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Crawford,  on  appointment 
as  a Divisional  Medical  Officer  under  the  Count}-  Council  scheme  for 
the  administration  of  the  Health  Services,  resigned  his  appointment 
on  3 1 st  July  last  and  on  18th  August  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr. 

L.  F.  Atherton,  resigned  on  accepting  appointment  as  a 1 ^visional 
Administrative  Officer  with  the  County  Council.  1 took  up  duty  in 
succession  to  Dr.  Crawford  in  August  and  in  September  of  last  year 
Mr.  L.  Hall  w-as  appointed  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

1 Older  the  scheme  of  Divisional  Health  Administration  adopted 
l)y  the  Countv  Council  under  the  National  Health  Services  Act,  the 
Urban  District  of  Irlam  was  combined  with  the  Boroughs  of  Fccles 
and  Sw  inton  and  IVndlcburv  and  the  Urban  District  of  Worsley  to 
form  Health  1 iivision  15  w ith  a total  estimated  population  of  1 21,910. 
Two  representatives  from  your  Council,  Mr.  E.  Channon  and  Mrs. 

M.  E.  Fletcher,  J.R.,  were  appointed  to  the  Divisional  Health  Com- 
mittee. 

From  July  5th  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  became 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  following  health  services  in 
the  Urban  District  : 

The  care  of  mothers  and  young  children. 

The  provision  of  a service  of  domiciliary  midwives. 

The  provision  of  a service  of  health  visitors. 

The  provision  of  a home  nursing  service. 

Arrangements  for  vaccination  and  immunisation. 

The  prevention  of  illness  and  arrangements  for  the  care 
and  after  care  of  sick  persons. 

The  provision  of  a domestic  help  service. 

The  provision  of  a mental  health  service. 
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The  ambulance  service  is  now  administered  centrally  by  the 
County  Council,  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  being  responsible 
only  for  the  day  to  day  control  of  the  service. 

In  conclusion  I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
courtesy  and  assistance  I have  received  from  the  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  and  the  Officers  of  the  Council  and  in  particular 
Mr.  Hall,  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Staff  of  the  Health 
Department. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  SPENCE, 

PUBLIC  health  department,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

IK  LAM.  August,  1949. 


PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL. 

The  county  district  of  Irlam  in  Lancashire  is  roughly  square 
in  formation,  with  sides  over  three  and  a half  miles  long. 

The  district  boundaries  on  the  North  march  with  those  of 
Tyldesley,  Worsley  and  Leigh,  on  the  South  with  the  Manchester 
Ship  Canal,  on  the  East  with  Eccles  and  on  the  West  with  the  banks 
of  the  River  Glaze. 

A considerable  area  of  the  great  Chat  Moss  comes  within  the 
district  and,  being  unfit  for  building  upon,  is  almost  all  under 
cultivation. 

The  residents  are  thus  provided  with  an  area  quasi-rural  in 
character,  which  makes  a relieving  contrast  to  the  industrial  nature 
of  the  district  on  its  southern  borders. 

Irlam  provides  the  usual  material  amenities  for  its  residents 
in  the  form  of  drainage,  gas  and  water  mains,  telephone  and  electric 
cables.  The  municipally-owned  dwellings  provide  excellent  accom- 
modation for  many  working-class  families,  and  parks  and  playing- 
fields  are  maintained  in  convenient  situations  for  public  use. 

A variety  of  industries  is  carried  on  in  the  district.  The  following 
list  is  a brief  summary : — 

Steel  and  iron  works,  soap  works,  margarine  and  lard  manu- 
factories, coal  tips,  tar  works,  wallpaper  works,  basket  works, 
general  engineering  and  market  gardening. 

No  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which  appear 
to  have  had  a prejudicial  effect  on  health  were  noted  during  the 

year. 
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POPULATION. 

The  resident  population  of  Irlam  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  in  June,  1948,  was  15,020,  an  increase  of  2119  over  the 
1931  Census  figures. 

The  increase  during  the  year  of  births  over  deaths  was  125. 

In  addition  to  the  resident  population  large  numbers  from 
outside  journey  daily  to  and  from  the  various  works  in  the  district. 

BIRTHS. 

Boys  130  ; Girls  130  ; Total  260. 

The  total  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  after 
the  necessary  adjustments  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  260. 

This  gave  a birth  rate  of  17.3  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
against  19.5  for  the  previous  year. 

The  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  for  1948  was  17.9. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

There  were  1 1 deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  during 
1948,  8 males  and  3 females,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of 
42  per  1,000  live  births,  as  against  48  per  1,000  in  1947,  and  in 
comparison  with  a rate  of  34  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales 
during  1948. 

A steady  reduction  in  the  numbers  of  infant  deaths  has  been 
achieved  during  the  past  half  century,  the  reduction  having  been 
effected  mainly  in  the  later  months  of  the  first  year  from  causes 
associated  with  the  child’s  environment.  Enteric  and  bronchia 
infections  and  the  acute  infectious  diseases  were  formerly  respons- 
ible for  many  deaths  among  the  older  infants.  Better  environmental 
conditions,  better  mothercraft,  the  steady  and  continuous  educa- 
tional influence  of  child  welfare  centres  and  the  teaching  of  health 
visitors  have  together  been  responsible  for  this  improvement. 

Deaths  occurring  during  the  first  weeks  of  life  are  due  usually  to 
causes  operating  before  or  during  birth  and  although  there  has  been 
a reduction  in  the  mortality  from  these  causes,  it  has  been  less 
spectacular.  Better  antenatal  supervision  and  better  nutrition  of 
the  mothers  has  resulted  in  a reduction  in  the  infant  mortality 
during  the  first  few  weeks  but  there  are  still  many  early  infant 
deaths  the  causes  of  which  are  imperfectly  understood. 

During  the  year  there  were  1 1 deaths  among  infants  equivalent 
to  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  42  per  1 ,000  births  compared  with  48 
per  1,000  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  deaths  all  but  one  occurred 
during  the  first  week  of  life,  the  remaining  death  occurred  at  the 
age  of  four  months  and  was  ascribed  to  a congenital  defect.  Five  of 
the  neonatal  deaths  were  due  to  prematurity  and  associated  con- 
ditions, two  to  congenital  defects  and  one  each  to  broncho-pneu- 
monia, cerebral  haemorrhage  and  erythroblastosis. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  this 
district  during  the  past  five  years  : — 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

23 

39 

47 

48 

42 

DEATHS. 

Males  79  ; Females  56  ; Total  135. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  98  but 
deducting  6 deaths  of  persons  not  usually  resident  in  this  district 
and  adding  43  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  in  other  districts 
the  corrected  number  was  135. 

This  gave  a death-rate  of  8.9  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
compared  with  10.0  in  1947. 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was 
10.8  per  1,000  of  the  total  population. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulatory  system  which  were  responsible  for  37  per  cent  of  the 
total  deaths,  and  cancer  which  accounted  for  27  per  cent  of  the 
deaths.  Respiratory  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  were  respons- 
ible for  8.8  per  cent  of  deaths.  It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report 
that  there  were  no  deaths  from  the  acute  infectious  diseases  and, 
having  regard  to  the  long  and  congested  main  road  traversing  the 
district  carrying  an  almost  continuous  stream  of  heavy  traffic,  no 
deaths  due  to  road  traffic  accidents. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  AND  INQUESTS. 

During  the  year  there  were  thirteen  deaths  (12  male,  1 female) 
registered  in  which  the  causes  of  death  were  not  certified  by  medical 
practitioners. 

There  were  seven  inquests  held  and  the  coroner’s  verdicts  were 
as  follows  : — 

Accidental  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Suicide  2 

Natural  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

No  maternal  deaths  were  notified  in  this  area  during  1948. 


CANCER  (MALIGNANT  DISEASE). 


There  were  29  deaths  from  this  cause,  18  males  and  I I females, 
giving  a mortality  rate  of  1 .911  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  com- 
pared with  23  deaths  in  1047,  when  the  rate  was  1.55  per  1,000. 

CLASSIFIED  DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 


Localisation 

1!)4<> 

11)47 

1 1)4  K 

Tongue  and  Mouth 

— 

— 

— 

Pharynx 

•) 

— 

— 

Oesophagus 

I 

— 

3 

Stomach 

4 

7 

5 

Respiratory  ( )rgans  . 

4 

4 

,8 

Pancreas 

1 

Liver  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Intestinal  Tract 

ti 

3 

" 

Generative  Organs  . 

5 

l 

— 

Breast 

2 

•» 

Other  or  Unspecified  Organs 

6 

4 

o 

Total 

2 ft 

23 

20 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

144 

148 

1 37 

ORGANIC  HEART  DISEASE. 

Thirty  deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of  2.00  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 


RESPIRATORY  ORGANS. 

Twelve  deaths  (bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  other  respiratory 
diseases)  giving  a death  rate  of  0.80  per  1 ,000. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  table  below  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious 
disease.  There  has  been  no  serious  epidemic,  except  for  a rather  high 
measles  incidence.  The  number  of  cases  of  other  diseases  notified 
approximates  to  the  average  for  the  previous  five  years. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  acute  primary  and  influenzal 
pneumonia  must  not  be  considered  to  indicate  the  true  incidence  of 
the  disease.  When  comparing  the  number  of  cases  notified  with  the 
deaths  registered,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  Registrar- 
General’s  classification  includes  deaths  from  all  forms  of  pneumonia. 


TABLE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 


Disease 

No. 

Notified 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

6 

— 

Measles 

205 

— 

— 

Whooping-Cough  ... 

32 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

36 

— 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

6 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Total 

207 

7 

2 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  as  in  previous  years  by  spraying 
infected  rooms  with  formalin  solution  and  fumigating  with  vapour. 
Disinfectants  are  supplied  free. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Monthly  sessions  for  immunisation  treatment  were  held  at  the 
school  medical  centre,  Longfield  Lodge,  Cadishead.  From  the  5th 
July,  the  scheme  was  administered  on  an  agency  basis  for  the 
Lancashire  County  Council.  The  medical  practitioners  of  the  district 
attended  according  to  rota  and  the  clerical  work,  interviewing  of 
parents  and  general  administration  were  performed  by  members  of 
the  health  department’s  staff  and  one  voluntary  worker. 

No.  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  ...  ...  183 

No.  of  children  immunised  since  inception  of  scheme  (1941)  3155 


MEASLES 

Epidemics  of  measles  usually  occur  in  alternate  years  during 
the  winter  months  but  in  1948  the  epidemic  occurred  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  months.  The  dangerous  complication  of  the 
disease  is  broncho-pneumonia  which  is  most  serious  during  severe 
winter  weather.  There  were  no  deaths  from  measles  during  the 
epidemic  ; freedom  from  fatal  complications  may  be  attributed  to 
the  milder  weather  experienced  during  the  epidemic. 
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A total  of  205  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Sporadic  cases  occurred  in  July  and  August  and  the  disease  assumed 
epidemic  proportions  in  the  third  week  of  September  when  21  cases 
were  notified.  During  the  following  week  there  was  a lull  in  the  num- 
ber of  notifications  but  during  the  week  ending  October  9th  23 
cases  were  notified.  The  epidemic  reached  its  peak  during  the  last 
week  of  October  when  38  cases  were  notified,  after  which  it  gradually 
subsided. 

The  outbreak  was  part  of  an  epidemic  which  affected  the  whole 
Health  Division.  In  a densely  populated  area  such  as  Division  15 
an  outbreak  (if  epidemic  disease  similar  to  measles  cannot  be  con- 
fined to  one  sanitary  district  owing  to  the  contiguity  of  other 
densely  populated  districts,  and  the  freedom  of  communication 
between  them.  The  epidemic  commenced  in  Swinton  and  Pendlebury 
M.B.  in  July  and  at  the  same  time  there  were  a number  of  cases  in 
the  western  part  of  the  Borough  of  ficcles.  These  two  outbreaks 
subsided  during  September  but  no  doubt  there  had  been  a transfer- 
ence of  infection  to  Irlam.  When  the  epidemic  in  Irlam  was  sub- 
siding there  was  a sharp  outbreak  of  measles  in  Walkden  IJ.D. 
followed  by  a second  epidemic  wave  in  the  adjacent  north-western 
portion  of  Eceles  and  a slight  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  the  disease 
in  the  Borough  of  Swinton  and  Pendlebury. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  IN  DIAGNOSIS  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  bacteriological  exam- 
ination of  specimens  sent  by  medical  practitioners  in  the  district. 


Vincent’s  Angina 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid  Fever 

Dysentry 

Total 

Positive 

Total 

Positive 

Total 

Positive 

Total 

Positive 

2 

— 

20 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

The  examination  of  sputums  for  human  tuberculosis  are 
carried  out  at  the  laboratory  of  tire  district  consultant  tuberculosis 
officer. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from 
the  disease  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Period. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M. 

F. 

M 

F 

M. 

F 

0-1 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

— 

— 

1 

o 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 









1 

] 

15-20 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

20-25 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25-35 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45-55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  & over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

2 

4 

3 

— 

3 

1 

2 

3 


Nineteen  cases  received  sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year. 


The  not'fication  of  tuberculosis  was  satisfactory,  and  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  regarding  cases  of  neglect 
or  refusal  to  notify.  All  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  previously 
notified. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  following  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council : — 

ACT  Date  of  Adoption 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (part  3)  7th  Oct.,  1896 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 20th  Sept.,  1896 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Parts  2, 

4,  6 and  Section  95)  ...  ...  •••  24th  Oct.,  1910 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892  2nd  Mar.,  1925 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  (sections  21,  22)  26tli  June,  1926 
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BYE-LAWS 

With  respect  to  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...6th  Sept.,  1922 

With  respect  to  New  Buildings,  etc.  ...  ...  20th Sept.,  1926 

With  respect  to  Parks  & Pleasure  Grounds  ...  5th  April,  1927 

Respecting  the  Trade  of  Fish  Frier,  made  under  the 
Irlam  (Offensive  Trade)  Confirmation  Order, 

1927  5th  Sept.,  1927 


SCHOOLS. 

All  schools  in  the  district  are  visited  at  regular  intervals  by  the 
Assistant  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  and,  in  addition,  your  local 
officials  make  periodical  inspections  with  regard  to  sanitary 
arrangements  generally. 
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TABLE  I 


IRLAM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of  Death  for  the  Year  1948.  Classified  under  the  Headings 
of  the  Abridged  List  of  Causes. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer 

18 

11 

29 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

Inter,  cran  vas.  lesions 

4 

7 

ii 

Heart  disease 

20 

10 

30 

Other  dis.  circul.  system 

4 

5 

9 

Bronchitis 

7 

2 

9 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

2 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

i 

Ulcer:  stomach  or  duod. 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

i 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

4 

5 

Nephritis 

— 

3 

3 

Prem.  birth 

2 

1 

3 

Con:  mal:  birth  Inj: 

6 

2 

8 

Suicide  ... 

1 

i 

2 

Road  Traffic  acc: 

— 

— 

— 

Other  violence  ... 

2 

— 

2 

All  other  causes 

7 

3 

10 

Totals 

79 

56 

135 

14 
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Area  of  District  ...  4,717  statute  acres.  Population  (census  1931)  ...  12901 


IRLAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


ic 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948 


To  the  Chairman  and  Me  mhos  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  annual  report  on  the 
sanitary  conditions  and  circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  year 
ended  the  31st  December,  1948. 

As  I only  commenced  duty  as  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Urban 
District  on  27th  September,  1948,  I think  it  only  right  to  state  that 
this  report  is  mainly  on  the  work  of  the  department  during  the  time 
in  which  my  predecessor,  Mr.  L.  F.  Atherton,  was  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  year  appears  to  have  been  a somewhat  uneventful  one, 
being  free  from  any  outstanding  events.  The  normal  work  of  the 
department,  although  not  of  a spectacular  nature,  proceeded 
unostentatiously.  Much  of  the  work  is  of  a character  that  cannot  be 
exactly  tabulated,  nor  can  its  monetary  value  be  readily  computed, 
nevertheless,  it  has  a direct  bearing  on  the  reduction  of  disease  and 
the  promotion  of  comfort  and  well-being  of  the  district. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the  help  I have  received 
from  the  Chairman  and  individual  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  to  Dr.  Spence,  whose  help  and  assistance  has  been  greatly 
appreciated.  I would  also  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all  members 
of  the  staff  and  workmen  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the 
few  months  I have  been  in  office. 

I am,  vSir  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

UESLIK  HALL, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Chansing  Superintendent 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  greater  part  of  the  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  mains  of 
the  Manchester  Corporation  ; only  nine  properties  in  outlying 
parts  being  supplied  by  the  Warrington  Corporation.  Supplies 
were  constant  and  of  good  quality.  No  houses  are  supplied  by 
stand-pipe. 

WATERCOURSES. 

The  watercourses  in  the  district  have  been  kept  under  observa- 
tion throughout  the  year. 

Improvement  works  have  been  in  progress  on  the  banks  of  the 
River  Glaze  ; these  works  proved  to  be  very  effective  in  the  pre- 
vention of  flooding  during  the  winter  months. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Council's  housing  estates  and  a large  part  of  the  Cadishead 
area  are  drained  on  the  separate  system  ; the  remainder  of  the  dis- 
trict on  the  combined  method. 

Apart  from  a few  isolated  houses  on  the  moss  area,  all  properties 
are  connected  to  the  sewers 

Sewers  and  drains  are  regularly  flushed. 

The  large  sewer  follows  the  course  of  the  main  road,  and  is 
provided  with  two  storm-water  overflows,  (Platts  Brook  and  Irlam 
Brow). 

The  Activated  Sludge  system  is  the  method  employed  at  the 
Council’s  sewage  works,  and  a satisfactory  effluent  has  been  main- 
tained. Frequent  samples  were  taken  by  the  inspectors  of  the  Mersey 
and  Irwell  Joint  Rivers  Committee. 

The  sewage  is  brought  to  the  works  by  gravitation,  and 
on  arrival,  passes  through  detritus  chambers  and  a preliminary 
tank,  after  which  it  is  screened.  Thence  over  a rectangular  weir  it 
flows  into  the  mixing  chamber  where  it  is  intimately  mixed  with  the 
sludge  from  the  re-aeration  tanks.  The  mixture  then  passes  into 
the  aeration  units  and  from  these  flows  to  the  settlement  tanks. 
Here,  the  sludge  settles  to  the  bottom,  leaving  the  clear  effluent  to 
pass  into  the  feed  channels  and  eventually  into  the  river  Glaze.  The 
sludge  is  forced  into  the  sludge  channel  which  leads  to  the  re- 
aeration tanks,  where,  after  a period  of  re-aeration,  it  again  is 
mixed  with  the  incoming  sewage  in  the  mixing  chamber.  Thus  the 
continuous  circulation  is  maintained. 

The  surplus  sludge  is  run  into  a lagoon  and,  after  digestion  is 
run  off  and  dried  on  specially  prepared  beds.  The  sludge  is  regularly 
removed. 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMOI JATION. 

The  following  approximate  particulars  are  given  of  conveniences 
in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1948  : — 


No.  of  fresh-water  closets 

4,956 

No.  of  waste-water  closets 

17 

No.  of  privy-middens  ... 

17 

No.  of  pail-closets 

81 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

The  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  has  again  been  one  of  the 
major  problems  confronting  the  Health  Department.  All  possible 
steps  have  been  taken  to  bring  about  a cleaner  atmosphere.  Un- 
fortunately the  main  sources  of  pollution  within  the  district  are 
outside  the  scope  of  the  local  council. 

The  inferior  quality  of  fuel  used  both  in  industrial  plants  and 
by  the  general  public  in  the  domestic  grates  is  one  of  the  chief 
difficulties,  and  one  which  is  likely  to  remain  with  us  for  some  time 
to  come. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 

During  the  year,  the  following  visits  were  made  : — 

Number  of 


Nature  of  Inspections  Visits 

General  sanitary  work  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  539 
Cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  ...  ...  ...  41 

Food  shops  and  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Factories  and  other  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Public  cleansing  service  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Re  infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Re  Shops  Act,  1934  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Civil  Building  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

COMPLAINTS 


One  hundred  and  forty  complaints  were  received  and 
investigated  during  the  year.  The  majority  concerned  housing  defects 
and  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts. 

HOUSING. 

STATISTICS 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

Permanent  houses  50 
Temporary  houses 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

0) 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts) 

(!>)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2) 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  in  connection 

with  application  for  Council  Houses  ...  ...  39 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  148 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices. 

(rt)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  6 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

20 


243 

539 


82 

219 


5 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1 936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936- 

(I)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 


made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms, 
the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  7 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  28 

( b ) Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  83 


Five  cases  of  overcrowding  in  Council  houses  have  been  relieved 
during  the  year. 

NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  WORK  DONE. 

355  preliminary  and  10  statutory  notices  were  served 
during  the  year.  The  following  statement  gives  details  of  the  work 


carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department 
HOUSING 

Defective  house  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  64 

Gutters  and  downspouts  repaired  ...  ...  ...  21 

Windows  and  sash  cords  repaired  ...  ...  ...  118 

Ceilings  and  walls  re-plastered  ...  ...  ...  215 

Leaking  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  floors  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  54 

Dangerous  firegrates  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Yard  surfaces  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Yard  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Hot  water  circulatory  systems  provided  or  repaired  10 
Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

DRAINAGE 

Choked  drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  8 

Sink  waste-pipes  repaired ...  ..  -1 

21 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 

New  watereloset  basins  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ]() 

Cisterns  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ]g 

REFUSE  RECEPTACLES,  ETC. 

New  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  290 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Rat  infestations  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Dirty  bouses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Nuisances  from  keeping  animals  abated  ...  ...  2 


THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

By  resolution  of  the  Council  the  sanitary  inspector  is  authorised 
to  enter  premises  and  make  inspections  within  the  urban  district 
for  all  purposes  for  which  the  Council  have  powers  under  the  Act. 

The  requirements  of  the  Act  were  generally  well-observed  ; 
particularly  in  the  larger  factories.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to 
recommend  statutory  action.  The  following  tables  give  details  of 
inspections  made  and  work  done. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO 
HEALTH. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

Notices 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(a)  Factories  in  which  sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
enforced  by  local  auth- 
orities 

7 

8 

9 

A. 

(b)  Factories  not  included 
in  (a)  in  which  section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority 

38 

68 

9 

(c)  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7 is  enforced  by 
local  authority. . 

5 

8 

— 

— 

Totals 

50 

84 

11 

— 

22 


2.  DEFECTS  FOUND 

AND 

REMEDI 

ED. 

Number  of  Defects 

No.  of  defects 

Particulars 

in  respect  of 
which 

Pound 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M 

Prosecutions 

were 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Inspector 

(4) 

instituted 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S .4) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  draining  of  floors 

(S.6) 

•) 

2 

— 

— 

Sanitarv  conveniences  (S.7)  : 

Insufficient  ... 

1 

— . 

— 

• 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

Other  Offences  

b 

6 



— 

Total 

15 

12 

— 

— 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

The  administration  of  these  Acts  and  Orders  necessitated 
frequent  visits  to  registered  premises,  and  in  addition  inspections 
were  made  of  vehicles  used  for  the  transport  and  delivery  of  milk. 

There  were  four  cowkeepers  with  registered  premises  in  the 
district  and  these  were  generally  well-maintained. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  samples  of  milk  sent  for 
examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester. 


For  detection  of  Tuberculosis 

No. 

Samples 

IS 

No. 

Satisfactory 

15 

For  bacterial  count  and  B.  coli.  ... 

IS 

14 

For  Accredited  standard 

4 

4 

For  Pasteurised  standard 

22 

15 

Totals 

62 

4S 

In  all  cases  where  unsatisfactory 

samples 

were  reporter 

appropriate  action  was  taken. 

I nder  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  (Special  I Resignations)  < )rdeis, 
one  dairy  firm  was  granted  a licence  to  pasteurise  milk. 
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FOOD. 


MEAT,  ETC. 

I here  are  no  registered  or  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district.  Butchers  obtain  their  supplies  from  Manchester.  Frequent 
visits  were  made  to  the  shops  and,  almost  invariably,  the  meat 
exposed  for  sale  was  found  to  be  of  good  quality. 

OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES 

These  were  visited  regularly  and  it  was  not  found  necessary 
to  take  anv  statutory  action. 

FOOD  ADULTERATION 

The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  is  carried  out  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
FOOD  INSPECTION. 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  seize  diseased  or  unsound  food. 
The  undermentioned,  which  on  examination  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  food,  were  surrendered  : 


Corned  beef 

Sugar 

Meat 

Pork  and  Bacon 


Quaker  oats 
Meat  offals 
Chickens 
Tinned  fruit 
Tinned  fish 
Tinned  vegetables 
Meat  products 
Tinned  milk 
I am 

SHOPS  ACT,  urn. 


lbs. 

177 

100 

56 

42 

32 

22 

4 


tins. 


36 

12 

9 

8 


The  provisions  of  the  Act  respecting  heating,  ventilation  and 
sanitary  accommodation  were  generally  found  to  be  satisfactorily 
complied  with. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  regularly  and  system- 
atically carried  out  during  the  year.  Great  efforts  were  made  to 
restore  the  service  to  the  pre-war  standard  of  a weekly  collection. 
The  introduction  of  a forty-four  hour,  five  day  week,  however, 
counter  balanced  this  effort  and  again  it  is  not  possible  to  report  any 
improvement  on  the  8 or  9 day  collection. 

Two  S.D.  freighters,  each  of  ten  cubic  yards  capacity,  were 
used  for  the  refuse  collection  work. 

399  galvanised  iron  dustbins  were  supplied  by  the  department 
during  the  year,  256  of  which  were  sold  to  owners  of  private  houses 
and  143  provided  for  Council  properties. 

Notices  served  included  142  informal  and  2 formal. 
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SALVAGE. 


When  compared  with  previous  years  the  sa 
may  be  considered  fairly  satisfactory. 

The  total  amount  collected  was  : 

Ivage  returns  for  the 

Tons  cwts.  qrs. 

Paper... 

75  14  0 

Textiles 

4 3 1 

Glass  bottles,  etc.  ... 

25  1 2 1 

Tins 

1 5 1 2 

Scrap  metal  ... 

6 19  3 

Hones 

! 14  0 

Aluminium  ... 

1 1 

Total  ...  12!)  6 o 


PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACT,  1928. 

26  licences  to  store  petroleum  spirit  were  issued  during  the 
year.  All  premises  were  properly  maintained. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  disinfestation  service  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily, 
and  a considerable  decrease  in  the  rat  population  of  the  district  was 
noticed. 

Premises  were  treated  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s 
methods  and  good  results  were  obtained. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  district  sewers  were  given 
during  the  year. 

One  full-time  rat  catcher  is  employed  and  his  time  was  fully 
occupied  in  dealing  with  new  infestations,  contract  work  and  the 
re-inspection  of  treated  premises. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  15  contracts  were  in  operation,  ranging 
in  value  from  £1  to  £ 70  per  annum. 

MORTUARY 

Nine  bodies  were  brought  into  the  mortuary  during  the  year, 
(residents  6,  non-residents  3).  The  following  are  details  : 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH  NUMBER 

Natural  Causes  ...  ...  . . . 8 

vSuicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
the  ambulance  service  was  transferred  to  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  as  from  5th  July,  1948,  but  was  administered  by  the  local 
authority  on  an  agency  basis  until  January,  1949. 

1282  calls  for  an  ambulance  were  received  as  a result  of  accident 
or  illness,  and  the  following  particulars  are  given  of  the  service 
rendered  during  the  year. 
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Cases  Attended — Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Other  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1205 


Total  1282 


Journeys  were  made  to  and  from  the  undermentioned  hospitals 


To 

From 

Totals 

Park  Hospital,  Davyhulme  ... 

514 

189 

703 

Salford  Royal  Hospital 

174 

42 

...  216 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary... 
Warrington  Borough  General 

19 

12 

31 

Hospital  ... 

Warrington  Victoria  Park 

9 

— 

2 

Nursing  Home 

— 

1 

1 

Warrington  Infirmary 

1 

1 

2 

Bridgewater  Hospital 

12 

2 

14 

Ancoats  Hospital,  Manchester 

49 

12 

61 

Manchester  Northern  Hospital 

1 

9 

10 

Manchester  St.  Mary’s  Hospital, 

7 

4 

11 

Manchester  Christie’s  Hospital, 

8 

— 

8 

Manchester  Eye  Hospital 
Manchester,  Gartside  Street 

16 

3 

19 

Hospital  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Eccles  and  Patricroft  Hospital 

86 

29 

115 

Salford  Hope  Hospital, 

11 

1 

12 

Pendlebury  Children’s  Hospital 

8 

5 

13 

Manchester  Ear  Hospital 

— 

1 

l 

Stretford  Memorial  Hospital  ... 
Throat  and  Nose  Hospital, 

5 

9 

14 

Manchester 

1 

— 

1 

Bolton  Royal  Infirmary 

1 

— 

1 

Dental  Hospital,  Manchester... 

1 

— 

1 

Leigh  Infirmary 

1 

— 

1 

Wigan  Infirmary 

2 

— 

2 

Crumpsall  Hospital 

1 

— 

1 

Runcorn  Cottage  Hospital  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Manchester  Skin  Hospital 

4 

— 

4 

Cleveland  Nursing  Home 

1 

— 

1 

Prestwich  Mental  Home 

Green  Lane  Nursing  Home, 

3 

3 

Hey  wood 

1 

— 

1 

935 

320 

1 255 

To  or  from  premises  other  than  hospitals 

... 

27 

TOTALS  

935 

320 

...  1282 

The  total  mileage  recorded  was  20,786. 
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The  following  is  a table  showing  particulars  of  the  ambulance 
service  since  its  inception  in  August,  1923. 


YEAR 

ILLNESS 

ACCIDENTS 

TOTAL 

1923 

25 

8 

33 

from  A it%  1 

1924 

96 

12 

108 

1925 

84 

25 

109 

1926 

149 

36 

185 

1927 

154 

36 

190 

1928 

160 

36 

196 

1929 

103 

50 

153 

1930 

92 

30 

122 

1931 

79 

38 

117 

1932 

77 

52 

129 

1933 

59 

41 

100 

1934 

89 

67 

156 

1935 

59 

33 

92 

1936 

88 

42 

130 

1937 

89 

57 

146 

1938 

99 

56 

155 

1939 

146 

50 

196 

1940 

271 

51 

322 

1941 

246 

30 

276 

1942 

426 

81 

507 

1943 

396 

76 

472 

1944 

455 

67 

522 

1945 

529 

90 

619 

1946 

634 

82 

716 

1947 

697 

106 

803 

1948 

1205 

77 

1282 

